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    Fall 2000 and Spring 2001 Testing, All Students Tested 
    California Critical Thinking Skills Test (CCTST) 

 
 
 
Group N Mean Pct Me-

dian 
Tr 
Mean 

St 
Dev 

SE 
Mean 

Min Max Q1 Q3 

University 1563 19.502 73 20 19.527 5.154 0.130 5 33 16 23 

 
Individual Colleges 

 
Agricultural 
Sciences and 
Natural 
Resources 

 
 
150 

 
 
18.907 

 
 
69 
 

 
 
19 
 

 
 
18.933 

 
 
4.374 

 
 
0.357 

 
 
8 

 
 
29 

 
 
16 

 
 
22 

Architecture 
and Design 

 
  78 

 
19.256 

 
72 

 
19 

 
19.386 

 
5.392 

 
0.611 

 
7 

 
30 

 
15 

 
24 

Arts and 
Sciences 

 
379 

 
18.802 

 
68 

 
19 

 
18.836 

 
5.638 

 
0.29 

 
5 

 
32 

 
15 

 
23 

Business  
Administration 

275 20.811 80 21 20.911 4.665 0.281 8 31 18 24 

Communications 117 18.863 69 19 18.743 4.929 0.456 6 32 15 22 
Education  23 19.96 77 20 19.9 5.27 1.1 10 31 18 23 
Engineering 288 21.441 85 21.5 21.512 5.246 0.309 9 33 18 25 
Human Ecology 135 16.859 54 17 16.86 4.181 0.36 6 26 14 20 
Nursing 101 18.426 65 19 18.407 4.031 0.401 9 29 15 21 

Social Work  17 18.647 67 19 18.8 3.57 0.866 12 23 15.5 22 
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California Critical Thinking Skills Test (CCTST) 
College Performance Report 

 
 

Showing both  
Full Sample Results (n=1563) and 
THEC REPORT FOR 2000-2001 (based on n=525 sample) 
Fall 2000 and Spring 2001 Testing 

 
 

Group N Mean Pct Me-
dian 

Tr 
Mean 

St 
Dev 

SE 
Mean 

Min Max Q1 Q3 

University 
 

1563 
 
525 

19.502 
 
19.310 

73 
 
72 

20 
 
19 

19.527 
 
19.302 

5.154 
 
5.301 

0.130 
 
0.231 

5 
 
5 

33 
 
33 

16 
 
15.5 

23 
 
23 

Individual Colleges 
Agricultural 
Sciences and 
Natural Resources 

 
150 
 
  31 

 
18.907 
 
19.161 

 
69 
 
71 

 
19 
 
19 

 
18.933 
 
19 

 
4.374 
 
3.908 

 
0.357 
 
0.702 

 
8 
 
13 

 
29 
 
28 

 
16 
 
16 

 
22 
 
22 

Architecture and 
Design 

 78 
 
 10 

19.256 
 
19.7 

72 
 
74 

19 
 
18 

19.386 
 
19.5 

5.392 
 
5.5 

0.611 
 
1.74 

7 
 
14 

30 
 
27 

15 
 
14.75 

24 
 
25.2
5 

Arts and Sciences 379 
 
242 

18.802 
 
19.128 

68 
 
71 

19 
 
19 

18.836 
 
19.138 

5.638 
 
5.694 

0.29 
 
0.366 

5 
 
5 

32 
 
32 

15 
 
15 

23 
 
24 

Business  
Administration 

275 
 
79 

20.811 
 
20.139 

80 
 
77 

21 
 
20 

20.911 
 
20.099 

4.665 
 
4.961 

0.281 
 
0.558 

8 
 
11 

31 
 
30 

18 
 
16 

24 
 
24 

Communications 117 
 
31 

18.863 
 
19.06 

69 
 
70 

19 
 
18 

18.743 
 
18.96 

4.929 
 
6.42 

0.456 
 
1.15 

6 
 
6 

32 
 
32 

15 
 
15 

22 
 
24 

Education  23 
 
16 

19.96 
 
19.625 

77 
 
74 

20 
 
19 

19.9 
 
19.786 

5.27 
 
3.594 

1.1 
 
0.898 

10 
 
11 

31 
 
26 

18 
 
18 

23 
 
21.7
5 

Engineering 288 
 
53 

21.441 
 
21.792 

85 
 
86 

21.5 
 
22 

21.512 
 
21.872 

5.246 
 
4.659 

0.309 
 
0.640 

9 
 
10 

33 
 
33 

18 
 
19 

25 
 
26 

Human Ecology 135 
 
42 

16.859 
 
16.595 

54 
 
52 

17 
 
16 

16.86 
 
16.421 

4.181 
 
4.079 

0.36 
 
0.629 

6 
 
10 

26 
 
26 

14 
 
12.75 

20 
 
19.2
5 

Nursing 101 
 
16 

18.426 
 
17.25 

65 
 
58 

19 
 
18 

18.407 
 
17.357 

4.031 
 
3.821 

0.401 
 
0.955 

9 
 
10 

29 
 
23 

15 
 
14 

21 
 
20.7
5 

Social Work  17 
 
5 

18.647 
 
18.8 

67 
 
69 

19 
 
19 

18.8 
 
18.8 

3.57 
 
2.59 

0.866 
 
1.16 

12 
 
15 

23 
 
22 

15.5 
 
16.5 

22 
 
21 
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College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources Report 
 
Academic Year 2000-2001 
Based on All Students Tested 
California Critical Thinking Skills Test (CCTST) 

 
 
 
 
Group N Mean Pct Me-

dian 
Tr 
Mean 

St 
Dev 

SE 
Mean 

Min Max Q1 Q3 

UNIVERSITY 1563 19.502 73 20 19.527 5.154 0.130 5 33 16 23 
COLLEGE 150 18.907 69 19 18.933 4.374 0.357 8 29 16 22 

Majors 
Agricultural 
Economics and 
Business 
(30) 

20 17.9 62 17 17.667 3.64 0.814 13 27 16.25 20.25 

Animal Science 
(72) 

38 18.842 68 19.000 18.853 4.104 0.666 9.000 28.000 16.000 21.25 

Biosystems 
Engineering 
(110) 

8 21.5 85 20.5 21.5 5.1 1.8 14 29 17.75 26.75 

Forestry 
(348) 

16 19.69 74 21 19.86 5.52 1.38 8 29 16.25 23.75 

OH&LD 
(710) 

27 17.593 60 19 17.68 4.693 0.903 8 25 15 20 

Plant & Soil 
Sciences(741) 

13 21.538 85 21 21.545 3.573 0.991 15 28 19 24.5 

Wildlife & 
Fisheries 
Science (982) 

26 18.192 64 18 18.083 3.633 0.713 13 26 15 21 

Miscellaneous 
Fields 

2 23.5 93 23.5 23.5 2.12 1.5 22 25   
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CCTST CapScore and  
UT’s Evaluation Services 
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   College of Architecture Report 
 
Academic Year 2000-2001 
Based on All Students Tested 
California Critical Thinking Skills Test (CCTST) 
 
 
 
 
Group N Mean Pct Me-

dian 
Tr 
Mean 

St 
Dev 

SE 
Mean 

Min Max Q1 Q3 

UNIVERSITY 1563 19.502 73 20 19.527 5.154 0.130 5 33 16 23 
COLLEGE 78 19.256 72 19 19.386 5.392 0.611 7 30 15 24 

Majors 
Architecture 
(84) 

60 20.3 79 20 20.537 5.518 0.712 7 30 17 25 

Interior Design 
(478) 

18 15.778 46 15 15.75 3.059 0.721 11 21 13 18.2
5 
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College of Arts and Sciences Report 
 
   Academic Year 2000-2001 
   Based on All Students Tested 
   California Critical Thinking Skills Test (CCTST) 

 
 
 
 
Group N Mean Pct Me-

dian 
Tr 
Mean 

St 
Dev 

SE 
Mean 

Min Max Q1 Q3 

UNIVERSITY 1563 19.502 73 20 19.527 5.154 0.130 5 33 16 23 
COLLEGE  379 18.802 68 19 18.836 5.638 0.29 5 32 15 23 

Majors 
Biological 
Sciences  (114) 

 132 20.78 80 21 20.831 4.4 0.383 9 31 17 24 

English 
(258) 

 16 20.438 79 21 20.5 2.22 0.555 16 24 19 22 

Mathematics 
(570) 

 16 26.69 98 27.5 27.21 4.57 1.14 14 32 24.25 30 

Psychology 
(810) 

214 16.879 56 17 16.839 5.626 0.385 5 31 12 21 

Miscellaneous 
Fields 

   1 17 56 17 17   17 17   
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College of Business Administration  
 
Academic Year 2000-2001 
Based on All Students Tested 
California Critical Thinking Skills Test (CCTST) 

 
 
 
 
 
Group N Mean Pct Me-

dian 
Tr 
Mean 

St 
Dev 

SE 
Mean 

Min Max Q1 Q3 

UNIVERSITY 1563 19.502 73 20 19.527 5.154 0.130 5 33 16 23 
COLLEGE 275 20.811 80 21 20.911 4.665 0.281 8 31 18 24 

Majors 
Accounting (6) 55 22.4 89 24 22.551 4.314 0.582 11 30 20 26 
Business 
Administration 
(130) 

21 19.57 74 20 19.58 4.84 1.06 11 28 16 24 

Economics (204) 5 24 94 25 24 4.69 2.1 17 29 19.5 28 
Finance (282) 70 21.086 83 22 21.226 4.781 0.571 8 30 17.75 25 
Management 
(549) 

17 21.647 85 21 21.467 3.757 0.911 15 31 19.5 23.5 

Marketing (552) 51 18.98 70 19 19.044 4.632 0.649 9 29 16 22 
Logistics & 
Transportation 
(965) 

56 20.5 80 21 20.56 4.488 0.6 12 29 17 24 
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College of Communications Report 
 

Academic Year 2000-2001 
Based on All Students Tested 
California Critical Thinking Skills Test (CCTST) 
 
 
 
 
Group N Mean Pct Me-

dian 
Tr 
Mean 

St 
Dev 

SE 
Mean 

Min Max Q1 Q3 

UNIVERSITY 1563 19.502 73 20 19.527 5.154 0.130 5 33 16 23 
COLLEGE 117 18.863 69 19 18.743 4.929 0.456 6 32 15 22 

Majors 
Advertising 
(11) 

33 18.333 64 18 18.069 4.833 0.841 12 29 14.5 21 

Broadcasting 
(129) 

43 19.977 77 19 19.872 5.134 0.783 10 32 16 24 

Journalism & 
PR 
(162) 

39 18.077 63 18 18.057 4.803 0.769 6 29 15 21 

Miscellaneous 
Fields 

2 19 70 19 19 0 0 19 19   
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College of Education Report 
 
 

   Academic Year 2000-2001 
   Based on All Students Tested 
   California Critical Thinking Skills Test (CCTST) 

 
 
 
Group N Mean Pct Me-

dian 
Tr 
Mean 

St 
Dev 

SE 
Mean 

Min Max Q1 Q3 

University 1563 19.502 73 20 19.527 5.154 0.130 5 33 16 23 
College 23 19.96 77 20 19.9 5.27 1.1 10 31 18 23 

Majors 
Education of the 
Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing (211) 

11 20.73 81 20 20.67 5.1 1.54 11 31 18 23 

Exercise Science 
(281) 

12 19.25 72 19 19.2 5.55 1.60 10 29 17.25 23.5 
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College of Engineering Report 
 
Academic Year 2000-2001 
Based on All Students Tested 
California Critical Thinking Skills Test (CCTST) 
 
 
 
 
Group N Mean Pct Me-

dian 
Tr 
Mean 

St 
Dev 

SE 
Mean 

Min Max Q1 Q3 

UNIVERSITY 1563 19.502 73 20 19.527 5.154 0.130 5 33 16 23 
COLLEGE 288 21.441 85 21.5 21.512 5.246 0.309 9 33 18 25 

Majors 
Aerospace 
Engineering 
(012) 

12 22.917 91 24 23 3.059 0.883 17 28 20.25 24.75 

Chemical 
Engineering 
(138) 

28 21.68 85 22 21.62 5.57 1.05 13 32 17 25.75 

Civil 
Engineering 
(156) 

56 21.375 84 21 21.36 4.587 0.613 13 30 18.25 25 

Electrical 
Engineering 
(228) 

68 21.25 83 21 21.306 5.586 0.677 9 32 18 26 

Engineering 
Science (252) 

13 21.15 83 21 21 6.26 1.74 11 33 16.5 26 

Biomedical 
Engineering 
(253) 

12 24.58 95 25.5 24.8 4.17 1.2 16 31 21.75 27 

Industrial 
Engineering 
(456) 

35 19.943 77 20 20 5.785 0.978 9 29 14 25 

Materials 
Science and 
Engineering 
(555) 

6 21.67 85 22 21.67 6.83 2.79 9 29 18.75 26.75 

Mechanical 
Engineering 
(576) 

58 21.603 85 22 21.673 5.04 0.662 11 30 17.75 25 

 
 
Prepared by: 
CCTST CapScore and  
UT’s Evaluation Services 
June 5, 2001 
 



College of Human Ecology Report 
 
Academic Year 2000-2001 
Based on All Students Tested 
California Critical Thinking Skills Test (CCTST) 
 
 
 
 
Group N Mean Pct Me-

dian 
Tr 
Mean 

St 
Dev 

SE 
Mean 

Min Max Q1 Q3 

UNIVERSITY 1563 19.502 73 20 19.527 5.154 0.130 5 33 16 23 
COLLEGE 135 16.859 54 17 16.86 4.181 0.36 6 26 14 20 

Majors 
Child and 
Family Studies 
(150) 

34 17.147 57 17.5 17.167 4.016 0.689 8 25 14.75 19.25 

Hotel and 
Restaurant 
Administration 
(436) 

18 16.56 52 16.5 16.69 4.69 1.11 6 25 13.75 19.5 

Nutrition 
(678) 

13 18.23 64 17 18.27 4.46 1.24 10 26 15 21.5 

Recreation and 
Tourism 
Management 
(842) 

18 17.056 57 17 16.813 3.977 0.937 12 26 13 21 

Retail and 
Consumer 
Sciences 
(860) 

25 15.36 43 15 15.304 4.122 0.824 8 24 12 18.5 

Human 
Resource 
Development 
(958) 

23 17.652 60 19 17.714 4.195 0.875 9 25 15 20 

Miscellaneous 
Fields 

4 15.25 41 15.50 15.25 2.75 1.38 12.00 18.00 12.50 17.75 
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College of Nursing Report 
 
Academic Year 2000-2001 
Based on All Students Tested 
California Critical Thinking Skills Test (CCTST 

 
 
 
 
Group N Mean Pct Me-

dian 
Tr 
Mean 

St 
Dev 

SE 
Mean 

Min Max Q1 Q3 

UNIVERSITY 1563 19.502 73 20 19.527 5.154 0.130 5 33 16 23 
COLLEGE 101 18.426 65 19 18.407 4.031 0.401 9 29 15 21 
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College of Social Work Report 
 
Academic Year 2000-2001 
Based on All Students Tested 
California Critical Thinking Skills Test (CCTST) 

 
 
 
 
 
Group N Mean Pct Me-

dian 
Tr 
Mean 

St 
Dev 

SE 
Mean 

Min Max Q1 Q3 

UNIVERSITY 1563 19.502 73 20 19.527 5.154 0.130 5 33 16 23 
COLLEGE 17 18.647 67 19 18.8 3.57 0.866 12 23 15.5 22 
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CCTST SCORE RESULTS  
Information to aid in interpreting the reports 
 
N The sample is composed of 1,563 students randomly selected from senior level 

classes in specific majors in some colleges, or all students graduating in others. 
The THEC report will be composed of an additional sampling of the overall 
sample.  THEC’s sample of 525 will be equivalent to the percentage of students 
who have graduated from each college in the five years preceding the cycle.  The 
CCTST CapScore office will select the sample. 

 
Pct:   This percentile score is based on the mean score earned.   
 
Tr  
Mean: The Trimmed Mean is used to remove the effect of unusually high or low scores.  

The data is sorted from highest to lowest scores, and then 5% of the data is 
trimmed off the top and bottom of the sample range.   

 
SE  
Mean: The Standard Error of the mean is used to depict how accurate we might assume  

the sample’s mean actually may be, compared with the true population mean.  We  
can be 95% certain that the true population mean is within the range of the sample  
mean plus or minus 2 SE Mean. 

 
MIN:  The minimum number of questions which a student (or students in the selected  

group) answered correctly.  For UT this academic year, 5 was the minimum  
correctly answered. 

 
MAX: The maximum number of questions which a student (or students in the selected  

group) answered correctly. For UT this academic year, 33 was the maximum  
correctly answered.  There are 34 questions on the test. 

 
Q1: Q1 (the first quartile) is the point at which 75% of the students scored higher and  

25% of the students scored lower.  25% of all students who took the test answered  
less than 16 or less of 34 questions correctly. 

 
Q3: Q3 (the third quartile) is the point at which 25% of the students scored higher and 

75% of the students scored lower. 25% of all students who took the test answered 
more than 23 of 34 questions correctly. Q2 is the median.   

 
A note about THEC’s Scoring Mechanism and Requirements:   
 
THEC has established three different possible scoring mechanisms for general education 
testing. Two are based on improvement or comparison with previous scores.  The most 
direct mechanism is that if the university mean exceeds a 60 % score, all fifteen points 
available for the Performance Funding year are earned.  



    California Critical Thinking Skills Test (CCTST) 
The University of Tennessee, 2000-2001 
 
 
 
 

INITIAL DRAFT 
Showing both  
Full Sample Results (n=1563) and 
THEC REPORT FOR 2000-2001 (based on n=525 sample) 
Fall 2000 and Spring 2001 Testing 

 
 
 
 
Group N Mean Pct Me-

dian 
Tr 
Mean 

St 
Dev 

SE 
Mean 

Min Max Q1 Q3 

University 
 

1563 
 
525 

19.502 
 
19.310 

73 
 
72 

20 
 
19 

19.527 
 
19.302 

5.154 
 
5.301 

0.130 
 
0.231 

5 
 
5 

33 
 
33 

16 
 
15.5 

23 
 
23 
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